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Comment on interlaboratory test B10 Gram staining 2023-3 
 

In the gram preparation of this sample, Streptococcus pneumoniae could be seen.  
 
The blood culture preparation of a sepsis contained gram-positive cocci, which were stored 
in diplo form and partly also in short chains. The lancet shape of the cocci, which is typical 
for pneumococci, was also seen. However, the capsule, which is also characteristic of 
pneumococci, was not clearly visible in the preparation. The polysaccharide capsule is an 
important virulence factor of the germ, and the polysaccharides of the capsule also 
determine the serogroup of Streptococcus pneumoniae.  
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